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Renter power growing 
across London!
When we decided to build 
London Renters Union, we knew 
there was a need and a hunger 
for it. It was a chance to grow 
from localised campaigns in 
London toward an organised 
private renters movement, and 
build the political power needed 
to transform the housing system.

Since launching a membership 
drive across the city in June, that 
conviction has been proved right.

In the last eight months around 500 
people have joined the union from 
all over London. We have branches 
in Newham & Leytonstone, 
Hackney and Lewisham, and 
are building towards branches 
across the city. Around half of new 
members have joined for free, 
as they are unwaged or would 
otherwise struggle to pay fees, and 
around 200 are paying members. 
Some who are not renters have 
joined in solidarity.

But the potential for this to be a genuinely transformative mass 
movement lies in the way we organise. The union is a supportive 
community made up of its members, in which everyone has a say and 
a role in finding collective solutions to the housing problems we all 
face. As members we support each other and stand together against 
the range of forces – landlordism and property profiteering, lack of 
tenant rights or legal redress, the decision-makers that defend the 
status quo – that stand against decent homes for all.

London Renters Union campaign in Lewisham: redit: London Renters Union
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The Radical Housing Network is made  
up of groups fighting for housing justice,  

based in London.

Groups within our network work on a wide range of housing 
issues, including but not limited to, private renting, social housing, squatting,  

access to benefits, homelessness, and co-operative housing.

Our monthly meetings are open to all and held every second  
 Monday of the month, 7pm at Unite, Moreland St in Clerkenwell. 

For more information contact  
  info@radicalhousingnetwork.org

Actions, Meetings, Call-outs

Residents at the 297-home Love Lane estate 
are challenging the huge Haringey Council 
redevelopment of their estate.

Standing in the shadow of the new Spurs stadium, the 
High Road West development is reportedly worth £1 
billion. And just like the larger Haringey Development 
Vehicle, which has now been scrapped, it has been 
awarded to the global developer Lendlease.  

This is a blatant gentrification scheme. The Equality 
Impact Assessment makes no mention of local 
people being able to afford to buy or rent the new 
homes.  But yet it claims black people would benefit 
from a healthier environment, helping with problems 
of obesity!

The scheme has big and intractable problems.    
Campaigners are demanding full details of the 
failed Police investigation into an unsolved fire at 
a Sheet Metal Works which stood in the way of the 
new Stadium being built and business owners at the 
Peacock trading estate are getting organised and 
staying put.

The Love Lane tenants were promised an end to high 
rise and High Road West was initially  masterplanned 
with resident involvement to build 1,200 new homes. 
But at procurement stage Lendlease revised the 
plan to more than 2,500 homes. 

The leaseholder offer at Love Lane has been long-
delayed. 70% of the secure tenants, who were 
promised that the redevelopment was for their 
benefit, have been permanently and cynically 
moved away. Temporary accommodation tenants 
(or ‘temps’) have been moved in. After demolition, 
they would be moved on again, possibly outside of 
London.  

Now the Love Lane Residents Association is calling 
for 1/3 of the promised new homes to be council 
housing, for one-for-one new homes for resident 
leaseholders, and for the temps on the estate to 
have access to the new council housing.   

Please sign the petition (available at 
haringeydefendcouncilhousingblog.wordpress.
com) and return copies to Lisa at  
flowers.l@btinternet.com

Sign the petition! Give Love Lane 
Residents the homes they need 

Love Lane and Peacock industral estates. North Totenham residents promote the campaign.
 Image credit: Clive Carter, Paul Burnham

What this means to our members can be seen 
in our first branch, in Newham & Leytonstone. 
Over six months, through door knocking and street 
stalls, we met working class renters from across 
the borough facing similar issues – shoddy and 
even dangerous housing, unaffordable rents and 
precarious living conditions, and pressures related 
to migrant status. Through building a branch based 
on mutual support and collective action, we now 
have a committed and confident community of 
around 30 to 40 members, who bring in more friends 
and neighbours as they become centrally involved 
in running the branch.

Being part of the union means that renters are 
claiming their power. We’re standing up to landlords 
by taking direct action to secure repairs, fight 
evictions, and fight for decent homes for all. We’re 
building a strong supportive community of renters 
demanding change, and crucially, we’re building the 
confidence needed for our movement to grow and 
win the big changes we need.

We’re currently campaigning with Generation 
Rent, Acorn and NEF to end Section 21, a piece 
of legislation which allows for no-fault evictions. 
Scrapping Section 21 will significantly improve renter 
security, enabling renters to organise to challenge 
their conditions, transforming the potential for action. 
When landlords wield the threat of eviction, renters 

are held back from making demands by the fear 
they might lose their home, so the #endSection21 
campaign is a crucial step toward securing our right 
to organise as a union.

Ending Section 21 is a step toward challenging the 
legislation and policy that underpin our exploitation. 
We’re aiming to build a union with the clout needed 
to take on landlords, property investors and 
government – and win a housing system based on 
homes for people, not private profit.

We’re a union open to membership for all the 3.5 
million private renters in London. When people 
hear about a London-wide renters’ union, the 
response is usually the same: it’s about time, or, 
where can I sign up? When renters talk about their 
experiences, we hear about a sense of frustration 
and powerlessness, a fear of lifelong precarity and 
isolation and fear. But in a union, standing together, 
being a renter can mean solidarity, support and 
strength – and being part of a growing movement to 
transform the housing system and win homes for all.

Get involved and join  
London Renters Union  
for £4 at londonrentersunion.org 

Continued from cover..

Cover story
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Focus E15 campaigners were thrilled that 
Sara won her right to appeal against Newham 
Council after a victorious appearance in court 
on Thursday 26 July. The council had said that 
Sara had made herself ‘intentionally homeless’ 
for refusing to give up her life in Newham where 
she has a job, where her children go to school 
and where all her family and support networks 
are, after she rejected an offer of a place outside 
of London.  We were very surprised that this 
case had even gone to court as we have been 
highlighting this case to Newham council for 
over 6 months.

Focus E15 campaign strongly believe that 
families and communities must stay together 
to be strong and connected. Mental health 
distress is becoming all too common due 

to rising levels of housing insecurity and 
homelessness.  After the court ruling Newham 
council have promised to review Sara’s case.  If 
their review is favourable, then the decision to 
discharge their legal duty to house Sara will be 
withdrawn. If their review is not favourable, then 
the discharge decision will stand, but Sara will 
be entitled to proceed with an appeal against 
that decision. Focus E15 campaign will continue 
to support Sara, ensuring that she has access 
to legal advice and representation. Watch the 
report on RT below.

We say loud and clear that there 
is NO such thing as intentional 
homelessness!

A victory in court but the fight against 
‘intentional homelessness’ goes on.
Focus E15 Mothers have campaigned for Sara’s case after Newham Council 
made her chose between moving to Birmingham or being made homeless.

Updates from the network

Focus E15 campaign outside the Royal Courts of Justice. Image credit: Focus E15

T a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u r  c o u n c i l
Getting information on plans for where you live and your rights as residents is vital, but talking 
to your local council can be difficult. It may be hard to get the right person or to know who 
to talk to, or you may feel the council are deliberately withholding information from you, or 
are being intimidating.  Here are some important things to think about when talking to your 
council. 

• Who to talk to? It can be hard to know who to talk to within the Council and 
different officers may only be able to help with specific things. Find out from your 
housing officer or by calling the council, who the right person to speak to is. Keep a 
list of all the different people you have spoken to and about what, so that you and 
others know who to call next time.

• Plan ahead.  Write down what you want to say before you visit or make the phone 
call. This will help you feel calm and make your point clearly.

• Go with a friend. Councils often like to talk to individuals rather than whole groups, 
but this can be intimidating and it can be hard to get your point across.  Try to get 
someone, such as a friend, relative or support worker, to go with you so you feel 
supported and confident to make your point. 

• Keep a record.  Keep a notebook to log every call you make, including the date, the 
time, the person you talked to and what was said. Make a note of how this makes 
you feel. This will all support your case should you need to make a complaint. 

This guide was made with contributions from
Save Cressingham Gardens · Fight for the Aylesbury · Our West Hendon 

R H N  R e s i s t a n c e  G u i d e s

RHN Resistance Guides is a project by the RHN Resources working group to collect and share 

knowledge and experiences from across the network and support new groups and campaigns to 

fight housing injustice. The guides summarise work by RHNs member groups, which we plan to 

make available online as we build the project. Illustrations by Bunny Shendler.
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There are over three hundred housing 
cooperatives in London, providing homes at 
low rents to approximately 200,000 people. 
All of these tenants are also coop members, 
collectively owning their own homes and 
keeping rent low because they cut costs 
by actively participating in running their 
communities. 

In May Coops for London organised our first ever 
cooperative conference. The event at City Hall 
was a chance for members and those interested 
in setting up new housing co-ops in London to 
get together and consider the possibilities of 
this unique sector of social housing.

The day was a mix of speakers and workshops 
set to a backdrop of community festival 
artworks, architect drawings and plans for new 
co-operative community led housing and a 
banner drop (momentarily) all taking place in 
the heart of London’s government.

CoCo 2018 welcomed over 
100 people to celebrate social 
housing cooperatives and 
see how our shared values 
and principles can underpin 
solutions to the current housing 
crisis. Speakers included 
representatives from the 
Co-operative Development 
Agency; Wales Co-operative 
Centre,  Cooperative Housing 
International, Leathermarket 
JMB Resident managed 
housing organisation and 
Architects for Social Housing.

So what next? As well as 
working on CoCo2019, 
Coops for London are keen 
to grow our network and 

increase the pressure on our 
representatives to provide us with safe and 
secure homes. So whether you have formed a 
community or are looking to join an established 
group then get in touch. 

We want to help London establish new 
community led housing initiatives and can help 
pair you up with existing cooperative members 
who can provide advice and support on how to 
establish your structure, find land or disused 
properties and gain access to available funding. 
This is not about reproducing existing housing 
co-operatives but developing new forms of 
social housing, fit for the future. It is about using 
our key values and principles to safeguard new 
social housing so rents remain low, residents 
are able to be fully engaged in the management 
of their homes, and people are protected from 
the speculation on property that is rife in the 
provision of homes for communities.

Get in touch at coopsforlondon@gmail.com 
or find out more coopsforlondon.org

CoCo 2018: Housing coops a powerful 
force in London
Coops for London ... Housing Co-operative Conference

Panel discussion at CoCo 2018. Image credit: Jessica Jacob

t a k i n g  d i r e c t  a c t i o n
Direct action is the act of making a civil protest against an injustice. Radical Housing 
Network supports non-violent direct actions, and many groups have found this to be 
one of the most effective ways of getting their voice heard, attracting media attention 
to represent their point of view and pressuring people in positions of power to make 
change. 

Here are some things to consider if you are thinking about taking direct action.  

• Set your goal. Be clear about what you want to accomplish. 

• What type of action to take?  Direct action can take many forms, such as a 
protest, demonstration, a sit in, strike or occupying a space or building.  

• Where and when? Choose a location that is symbolic to the campaign, but also 
what is practical and convenient in terms of gathering people together. 

• Plan your action. What do you plan to do once you have started? Consider 
contacting community leaders to speak, or organise music or performances to 
generate noise and energy. 

• Publicity. You may need to publicize your action both to gather supporters and 
to gain media attention. Start early, use social media, research who you need to 
send out press releases to the media and distribute leaflets and fliers. 

• Props and chants. Bring protest material such as banners, pamphlets and 
visual aids that can draw attention during your action. 

• Be creative!  Make your placards big, bright and LOUD! 

• Keep safe.  Direct action is a form of resistance and can involve an element of 
civil disobedience. Ensure you know and understand your legal rights and bring 
with you any literature or permits validating your right to be where you are.

This guide was made with contributions from
Save Cressingham Gardens · Fight for the Ayelsbury Estate · Our West Hendon 

Lambeth United Housing Coop

R H N  R e s i s t a n c e  G u i d e sUpdates from the network
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There’s 1400 empty homes in Kensington
While survivors beg for them - that’s negligence
The government should buy them all and make them into Council stock
Then they should supply them all and keep them all at Council costs
 
At the same time, we need to look at your housing
If you’re living on a block, your block is one of four thousand
Are you at risk too? Is your family next?
Well May ordered tests and the tests said yes.
 
If you’re at risk right now, organise a rent strike
Don’t pay a penny ‘til your landlord protects your life
I’ll say that again, you need to organise a rent strike
Don’t pay a penny until your landlord protects your life
 
And don’t let them try to demolish your estate
They’ll use this to justify it, saying you’re not safe
They’ve been doing it for years, they did it to my mates
And Estate Regeneration isn’t what it says
 
They’ll smash down your home, you’ll get dashed out and cashed in
You’ll be on the street in a click, it happens that quick
You won’t be on fire but your life will be in ashes
So tell them they should refurb and don’t let them chat shit
 
So we’ve established some of what to do next
We’ll need a lot of money to take the next few steps
I can hear the Tories ask where we’ll get the funds from
Well, thanks for asking, I’ll tell you where it comes from
Amazon, Apple, Google, E.on, Ebay
They pay less tax than even you and me pay
Every year they avoid billions in tax
So I say we take every pound of that
 
And then we make them pay their tax every year, their murderers
They’re one of the reasons that Grenfell happened
The government say there’s no money for our services
But there’s no money cos they never pay their taxes
 
It wasn’t just Grenfell that suffered mass victims
Every single day we’re seeing Grenfell killings
We suffer to corruption in a Grenfell system
This isn’t Great Britain, this is Grenfell Britain
 
The disabled are on fire
They’re burning the workers
The elderly are choking
Your teachers are in hearses
Students are on fire next to doctors and nurses
Your hospitals, even your fire station’s burning
 
You don’t need to be an expert to work out the remedy
Stop cutting funds and instead cut austerity

Grenfell Britain (excerpt)
by Potent Whisper

Potent Whisper is a spoken word artist from Brixton and Save Brixton Arches campaign and author of A 
Rhyming Guide to Grenfell Britain.  Watch the full version on youtube and visit  
www.potentwhisper.com for upcoming shows and more info.

Under pressure, the government blinked. 
They promised to fully fund re-cladding of 
social housing tower blocks that are swathed 
in combustible materials. Local authorities had 
been pressing for this money for 11 months, 
and were consistently refused.  We believe 
pressure from grassroots organisations and 
particularly Grenfell spokespeople concerned 
about residents of other tower blocks helped 
tip the balance and win these funds.  The 
money will come from “affordable housing” 
programmes – a fact that has angered many 
housing campaigns. 

Despite the progress, the battle is far from won.  

• There is nothing for student residences, or 
private blocks. Leaseholders have been 
asked to fund the works themselves or 
remain in a fire-trap. 

• There is nothing for schools, hospitals, or 
other workplaces.

• Even for social housing, the £400 million 
‘estimate’ cited by Theresa May is nowhere 
near enough: making all blocks fire-safe has 
been estimated at over £600 million.  

• Building regulations remain unchanged, 
government guidance on combustible 
materials is still awaiting consultation, and 
some kinds of flammable cladding are not 
even being looked at.  

• Re-cladding is progressing at a snail’s pace.  
A year after the Grenfell fire, only 23 out of 
466 confirmed combustible tower blocks 
have been re-clad. On a quarter of the 
159 social housing blocks deemed to be in 
danger, work has not even started.  

Getting cladding off is only half the battle.  
Last winter de-clad buildings meant freezing 
temperatures, damp, mould, misery and ill 
health (see video testimonies here  http://bit.do/
scinvideo). With thousands in the UK already 
dying every year from fuel poverty, and with 
climate change likely to bring more of such 
extreme weather, the cladding crisis may well 
lead to deaths. 

FPA has since January been running a campaign 
for Safe Cladding and Insulation Now: SCIN.  
We work with residents in affected buildings 
who are fighting for accountability, for fire-safe 
homes, for money to cover sky-rocketing winter 
heating bills, and for ways to keep warm and 
dry.  We plan to expand this work from now, and 
call on Radical News readers to help.  On our 
SCIN facebook group residents and supporters 
can compare notes and share what they have 
won.

Sign and share the open letter to  
Theresa May on our website  
fuelpovertyaction.org.uk

Join the demonstration!  
To deliver the letter to government. 1 pm 
Weds 17 Oct,  at 2 Marsham St SW1P 4DF

Replacing dangerous cladding:  A very 
partial victory
Fuel Poverty Action’s update on tower block cladding post-Grenfell 

Updates from the network

Granville Estate  tower block without cladding or insulation last 
winter, in LB Barnet. Image credit: Philip McMahon
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Analysis and comment

can put so much pressure on but the power now is 
going into private hands. We’re still based on feudal 
law where land and property is divided between the 
crown, the church and the barons. And the private 
companies are the barons. It’s asset stripping. They 
take away every public amenity that we have. So the 
clubs have gone, the nursery’s gone, the warden’s 
home’s gone. This takes almost everything away from 
the existing community, and partly gives to the new 
tenants while kowtowing to big business and villainous 
authorities. A new definition should be added into the 
Oxford English Dictionary defining the real meaning of 
word ‘Regeneration’ when applied to council estates. 
It actually means Deprivation, Despair, Fraud, Home-
less, Isolation, Misery, Theft. It’s the re-birth of an 
unstable nomadic society in today’s modern Britain. 
The government are taking us along the same Circu-
lar Cowpath that they took us in the 1800’s. The Poor 
Laws Act of the 1800s are now being mirrored by the 
Affordable Housing programme, removing much more 
social housing than it is increasing. Even with the new 
block built here for tenants, it’s on a traffic island, sur-
rounded by a road on all four sides. The children are 
used to being able to just run out the front door onto 

the green space. Now you can run out of here and 
run straight onto the road. In the old flats you still see 
people on the balconies, in their front gardens or the 
shared walkway, and you just say hello. You start con-
versations. You see people. So people are constantly 
in touch. People who are ill could just open up their 
doors and wait for people to come by and say, ‘can 
you get us a bit of shopping?’. But in the new blocks 
you’re isolated. Once you come through that door, 
that’s it. You have to hope that you’ve already got vis-
itors because you won’t see anybody from one day to 
the next. There’s no community. 

The Toads on our estate and their business partners 
are about to start shafting the next section of tenants, 
whilst the residents are just waiting until it’s their turn 
to be put through the mincer.  

by Debbie Humphry (housing researcher and cam-
paigner) and Jasmin Parsons, a Resident Represen-
tative, West Hendon estate

To get involved, search Our West Hendon, Barnet 
Housing Action

Stories from Our West Hendon
Personal experiences of estate regeneration in north London

The West Hendon estate ‘regeneration’ by the Lon-
don Borough of Barnet in partnership with Barratt 
Metropolitan LLP, is forcing residents from their 
homes and communities. The ‘regeneration’ is in 
fact a total demolition and rebuild of the estate in six 
phases, now entering its second phase. Social rent-
ed homes are mostly being replaced by private and 
‘affordable’ homes, predominantly shared-ownership. 
Once completed, social housing provision on the site 
will drop from 76% to 11%. ‘Affordable’ is of course a 
misnomer with the shared ownership selling for more 
than twice the price that leaseholders were offered via 
compulsory purchase. Our West Hendon and Barnet 
Action campaign groups fight on. 

Over the last two years we have been interviewing 
West Hendon residents on their experiences of the 
regeneration. 

Ghazaleh. Non-secure tenant on the West Hendon 
estate (left).

I’ve lived on the estate for around four years and we’re 
in a limbo. I don’t know where I’ll have to go. To an-
other regeneration, as soon as they can get rid of me. 

Non-secure tenants have no rights to stay on this es-
tate. I’m on my own. I’ve lived temporary accommoda-
tion since 2010. Seven years. And it’s like another kind 
of being homeless really. Homeless under a ceiling. 
You really don’t know how to plan other things in your 
life. It’s difficult. Looking for a job, I really don’t know 
what to do, because I’ve got two serious health issues. 
I’m diabetic and epileptic. I don’t like to call them dis-
abilities but it exists and when I’m going to get a job 
I need to know where I’m based. I can’t travel for two 
hours to work. Really, some days I think I need to think 
about going somewhere else in England. But I some-
how don’t dare to. If I was younger I would have done 
that. But now I’m 47. It’s not easy to start making a 
new life. Tenants don’t want to talk about the regener-
ation because it’s frustrating, its difficult, and they want 
to escape. Some think they’ll be given a better place 
but it’s not true. 

Jasmin. Resident and resident representative, 
West Hendon. (right).

Barratt have the upper hand. The council now is very 
limited in its power to do anything because it’s no lon-
ger their buildings, although it’s their tenants. They 

“It’s l ike another kind of being homeless. Homeless under a 
ceiling really.” Ghazaleh, West Hendon resident

Ghazaleh, a non-secure tenant of West Hendon. Photo by Debbie Humphry © Jasmin, West Hendon resident representative with her neighbour. Photo by Debbie Humphry ©
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INTRODUCTION: A VICTORY, BUT… 
Our campaign has demanded that residents of estates 
threatened with demolition should have a democratic 
vote on the future of their homes and communities.  
Despite initial opposition, we were very pleased when the 
GLA and Mayor of London eventually agreed with us. But 
we were waiting to see the detail of their policy.   
 
This came in July 2018 when the Mayor published his 
guidance on resident ballots for estate regeneration 
available from the GLA website:  
 
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_cfg_
section_8._resident_ballots_-_18_july_2018.pdf).   
 
We welcome the general principle that estate 
demolitions shouldn’t happen unless residents have 
voted in favour of them.  But there are aspects of the 
policy that worry us.   
 
The resident ballot requirement only applies to schemes 
that have GLA funding. The GLA is not proposing to use 
its planning powers to require ballot consent from 
residents before allowing estate redevelopments.  We 
think that the GLA should use its planning powers to back 
up its controls over the funding of development schemes.   
What follows is a summary of the Mayor’s policy: what it 
does and doesn’t say.  It is for residents on affected 
estates and others interested in preventing the use of 
major redevelopment projects for social cleansing.  
 
If you want more information about estate ballots, please 
contact Demolition Watch via their twitter account 
@DemolitionsLdn and we would also ask you to contact 
you London Assembly Member to voice your concerns on 
the final guidance – you can find your Assembly Member 
here https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly 
 
If you are an estate under threat or under consideration 
of demolition we are happy to assist with sending a 
speaker along to any public meeting you may be holding. 
Contact us via @DemolitionsLdn 

 
 
 
 
THERE MUST BE PERMISSION FOR 
DEMOLITION 
Scores of council and housing association estates in 
London and around the UK have been threatened with 
demolition recently, without residents having a meaningful 
say. So-called “regeneration” projects have led to a loss of  
social rental homes.  Existing residents are pushed out 
with many unable to return, while developers cash-in.   
 
Ballots give us an opportunity to make sure 
redevelopment really benefits our communities.  
Landlords – councils, housing associations or private 
developers – will be required to carryout a full ballot of 
existing residents if: 
 

 They want to demolish any homes (social rented or 
leasehold) on an estate and  

 They plan to replace them with 150 or more new 
homes of any type. 

This would mean that many smaller and medium sized 
estates could be demolished, without a resident ballot. 
If a landlord wants to develop, they must produce a 
Landlord Offer that explains their plans and what it 
means for existing residents including details of a “full 
right to return or remain for social tenants living in homes 
that are to be demolished”.  They must also explain what 
the scheme means for leaseholders and freeholders and 
commit to “open and transparent consultation”. 
 
The Mayor of London says he will only give money to 
support demolition/redevelopment projects when 
residents have voted in favour of them.   
 
HOW THE BALLOTS WILL WORK 
The landlord must ask estate residents to vote “yes” or 
“no” on their demolition/redevelopment plans.  The ballot 
should take place before any major decisions are taken 

Sadiq Khan’s Resident Ballot Requirement 
A briefing produced by the 
Demolition Watch campaign 
 
in association with Homes for All, Radical 
Housing Network and Defend Council Housing 

e.g. appointment of contractors, agreement of works etc. 
Most existing residents (aged over 16) on an estate will 
be entitled to vote, not just those whose homes may be 
demolished.  This includes: 
 

 Tenants with secure, assured, flexible or introductory 
tenancies whose names were on the tenancy 
agreement on or before the date the Landlord Offer is 
published.  (NB. It’s essential to get all household 
members’ names on the tenancy agreement if they 
want a vote.) 

 Leaseholders and freeholders who’ve been living in 
their home for at least a year prior to the date of the 
Landlord Offer.   

 Other people living on the estate (as private tenants 
or in “temporary accommodation”) who have been on 
the council’s waiting list for at least a year before the 
date of the Landlord Offer. 

 The landlord/developer must make sure that everyone 
who’s entitled to a vote is included in the ballot. 

 The landlord/developer must appoint an Independent 
Body to make sure the ballot is run fairly.   

 There will be a Yes/No vote – and more estate 
residents must vote “yes” than vote “no” for a 
demolition/redevelopment project to go ahead. 

 
GET ORGANISED TO GET A GOOD DEAL 
All residents on an estate need to get organised to make 
sure ballots lead to a good deal.  We’ve seen in the past 
how landlords try to divide people and use dishonest 
tactics to get what they want.  Estate ballots could stop 
that from happening, but only if estate residents demand 
fairness. 
 
OUR CONCERNS 
Estate ballots give us a chance to campaign for and win 
decent, secure, truly affordable and safe homes.  But 
there are some parts of Sadiq Khan’s policy that give us 
cause for concern.  Some of the language is too vague, 
with loopholes for landlords/developers to get a “yes” 
vote without being fully open and transparent.  We say: 
 

 The Landlord Offer must spell out the details of new 
homes to be built on an estate, including rent levels 
and types of tenancy. 

The Landlord Offer must be legally and permanently 
binding. 

All technical and financial information relating to 
demolition/redevelopment must be made publically 
available.  

There must be equal resources and information for 
both sides of the argument, not just the “yes” side. 

There must be no attempt to stop people hearing both 
sides of the argument e.g. by restricting use of 
meeting rooms or ripping down posters. 

The Independent Body must be fully independent of 
the landlord/developer and appointed with the 
agreement of residents.  

We don’t understand why redevelopment projects with 
less than 150 new homes don’t require a ballot.  
Residents should have a right to decide, however big 
the new development is. 

Local authorities and housing associations can improve 
on the Mayor’s ballot requirements, for example by 
agreeing to ballot residents of smaller sites, which would 
be replaced by less than 150 new homes. If your home 
may be set for demolition, always ask your landlord for a 
ballot.  
 
We are also concerned that ballots can be re-run any 
number of times if landlord/developers don’t get the 
answer they want.  
 
There are some exceptions for holding estate ballots e.g. 
when major infrastructure projects like new transport links 
are involved or if there is “concern about the safety of 
residents”.  In the aftermath of Grenfell, nothing is more 
important than residents’ safety.  But we must make sure 
that artificial reasons aren’t used to justify demolition 
without a ballot. 
 
We call on the Mayor of London to continue discussions 
with Demolition Watch and others to address these 
concerns.   
 
WE NEED MORE FROM MAYOR KHAN 
Estate ballots are a step in the right direction and we’ll 
use the policy to make sure residents get a fair deal.  But 
we need more action from Sadiq Khan to keep his 
promises on housing.   
 

 His recent pledge to build 10,000 “council homes” 
sounds good, but in fact, they could be at rents that 
are £50 a week more than existing council housing 
(and possibly with weaker tenancy agreements), 
making them unaffordable for many.   

 We need action to ensure public land is used for 
public benefit, like at Holloway Prison where at least 
400 new genuine council homes could be built if the 
Mayor used Greater London’s housing budget to buy 
the site.   

 Action to improve conditions for private renters needs 
to be stepped up. 

Developers and housing associations are still taking 
advantage of their disproportionate power in these 
regeneration deals. They are not being held to account, 
and are failing to build the type of homes that we really 
need, according to data from local authority strategic 
housing market assessments.   
 
Ballots can help to get these dysfunctional housing 
policies changed. 
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Mayday Rooms Launch  
London Housing Struggles Archive

Mayday Rooms - active resources for people resisting oppression

After a year of contacting different housing 
campaigns and collecting materials, we are 
pleased to announce that an archive of London’s 
housing struggles is now ready to access both 
online and on site at our building on Fleet Street. 

The archive draws together documents related to 
housing campaigns, squatting and rent strikes. 
During the launch we had a discussion with activists 
from Southwark Notes, Concrete Action and the Save 
Cressingham Gardens Campaign on how the archive 
can be a useful resource to future activists and 
displayed historical materials including a scrapbook 
of the 1969 London Street Commune and the Options 
for Dealing with Squatting archive, which documents 
responses to the “consultation” on squatting by the 
Ministry of Justice carried out in 2012. 

But how did it all start?

Having seen how useful it can be for us and other 
activists to read pamphlets and other documents 
from past rent strikes and other housing campaigns 
in UK, we realised that trying to preserve a memory 
of present struggles is essential for future activists. 
Especially in an era of social media, when most 

propaganda material is digital, it seemed imperative 
to do something to archive the wealth of ephemera 
from recent campaigns.

Our main interest was to archive materials that 
highlights the different tactics adopted by the 
campaigns. We were interested in the posters and 
flyers campaigns have been producing to engage 
communities, we collected newspaper clippings that 
allow a broader perspective on the campaigns and 
also archived legal documents.

Our view of an archive is not one of dusty boxes full 
of dead materials drawn from the far past, nor are 
we guided by the idea of a museum that simply puts 
activism on display. MDR’s approach to archiving 
is to create active resources for people resisting 
oppression. 

What does it contain?

The archive is divided into three collections: the first 
documents housing struggles from 1975 to 1991, 
including campaigns against the sell-off of estates 
in the 1980s. The second collection gathers a wide 
range of hard and digital materials produced by 

recent struggles from 2010 and reaching the present, 
including posters, flyers and pamphlets as well as 
archived websites and an extensive range of digital 
images and propaganda. Also included is a small set of 
materials on rent strikes. A third collection addresses 
the history and politics of squatting in London, from 
the late 1960s to the early 2010s. This collection is a 
mixture of our existing archive alongside an archive 
that has been built as the outcome of a residency 
conducted by Chris Jones on the history and politics 
of organised squatting in London. 

This archive, like all archives, remains incomplete. 
The collection will continue to be updated so if you 
have information and/or materials on other campaigns 
do send them over. We are hoping that this collection 

will be very useful indeed and that it will contribute 
to raising knowledge around the actualities, tactics, 
and the successes or losses of London’s housing 
campaigns.

You can visit MayDay Rooms between Wednesday 
and Friday 10am to 6pm. 

Visit http://maydayrooms.org/london-housing-
struggles-archive/ to browse the online catalogue 
and the scanned material. We have also created 
a map (https://housingstruggles.omeka.net/
map) to show the location of each campaign, 
accompanied by a short description and contact 
details.

Credit: Mayday Rooms

Credit: Mayday Rooms
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Together we can stand up to landlords and win lower rents and 

longer tenancies for ourselves, our families and our friends

L O N D O N R E N T E R S U N I O N . O R G  .

SIGN THE PETITION AT 38 DEGREES.ORG.UK, SEARCH ‘SAVE TIDEMILL’


